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Our students create bee artwork for 
Manchester Children’s Hospital 

Our Year 8 and 9 students have been busy creating  and decorating  
cardboard bees, which will go on display in the Royal Manchester      
Children’s Hospital later this year. 
 
Staff from the hospital asked us if we would like to help out by brighten-
ing up the treatment rooms and corridors for their young patients. 
 
Head of Art, Ms Mullineux said: 
“Our students were very proud 
that the hospital asked us to 
contribute artwork and they 
were really keen to get started. 
Some of them also personalised 
their bees by adding names of  
children they knew who had 
been treated in the hospital.” 

 

Leanne Mulholland, Children’s Out Patients               
Department Nurse Manager at Manchester Children’s 
Hospital, is excited to see how our artwork will look 
and commented: 
 “We want to make the department welcoming to all 
ages, especially young people. It will really help to 
change the environment for our young patients.”  
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Welcome from 
Acting Principal,  
Miss Owen 

We have had a very successful summer term, with students at the Academy having the opportunity to 
develop their academic skills and wider cultural experiences. 
 
We’ve organised many school trips this year, including a residential Space Camp in Wales and 
Cholmondeley Castle. 
 
We continue to build on our partnerships with local community groups and organisations, helping our 
students develop as well-rounded individuals.  
 
This term, our Year 8 girls won ‘Academy Attendance of the Year’ at a graduation event to mark the end 
of their projects with mentoring charity ReachOut UK. 
 
In May, our students made origami paper roses to commemorate the victims of last year's MEN Arena 
terrorist attack.  Former Manchester Academy student Mohamed ‘Max’ Maxamed came up with the idea, 
teaming up with the Rio Ferdinand Foundation’s Youth Leaders Programme to organise it. 
 
Students have also had plenty of opportunities to experience the world of work, with several different 
companies coming in to school to get involved in activities where they worked well together as a team. 
Our Year 8 students took part in a Career Kids event in  July, which was run by Royal London Insurance 
and Business in the Community. Four Year 10 Engineering students also successfully completed a week of 
work experience at ARUP’s Manchester offices during Engineering  Awareness Week (July 9 -13). 
 
During this term, we have been part of a pilot of United Learning schools looking to focus more on        
Education with Character, which we will be building on further in the future. As part of United Learning, 
we can access group-wide activities and opportunities, as well as develop our own. This could be through 
our many after-school activities, such as astronomy, boxing, chess, languages or the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award.  
 
Just as we want our students to leave here with excellent qualifications, we also want them to leave us as       
confident and ambitious young adults, with a good understanding of the world around them. Whilst we 
are proud of the important focus we place on academic excellence, we believe that children need a 
breadth of opportunities and experiences in order to become confident, well-rounded and ambitious 
young adults. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all back in September after a safe restful summer break.   
Our new Year 7 students will start with us at 8.30am on Wednesday 5th September 2018.   
On Thursday 6th September years 7, 8 and 9 should arrive in school for 8.30am.   
Students in years 10 and 11 need to be in school for 9.50am. 
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FIFA World Cup Celebrations 

Year 11 students enjoy school prom 

Our Year 11 students had a fantastic time at their school 
prom, held at the Macdonald Hotel in June. 
There was amazing food and mocktails available and          
everyone hit the dancefloor, with prizes awarded to David 
Brandt for Prom King and Fadumin Mohamed for Prom 
Queen.  
Sohaib Amjad was best dressed boy and Chloe Napier was 
best dressed girl. 
Mr Beckley was crowned staff Prom King and Miss Patrick 
was staff Prom Queen. 

To celebrate the launch of the 2018 FIFA World Cup in June, 
the Academy hosted a cultural activity day for Year 8            
students. Also in attendance were three other partner high 
schools from Manchester United Foundation's Hub of the 
community programme - Stretford High, Swinton, The East 
Manchester Academy. On the day, students took part in a 
World Cup quiz, before delivering 10 minute presentations on 
their selected country. This lead into a fiercely contested  
football tournament, ending an excellent day.   

A huge well done to all those involved and a special mention to the following prize winners:- 
 Best presentation: Manchester Academy (Colombia) 
 Tournament winner: The East Manchester Academy      
Luke Morgan, HUB development co-ordinator at Manchester United Foundation, said: “The tournament 
was amazing, well organised and of a great standard. The pupils loved it and all the feedback we had 
from the other partner schools was positive.  
“All those taking part felt inspired by the event, which proved to be a great platform to promote and  
celebrate diversity.” 
 

Ermiya returns to school to mentor students 
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Year 11 student Ermiya Eskandary               
returned to the Academy to help our Year 
7-10 students with ICT. 
Ms Rashid asked him to return after he held 
some very successful revision sessions with 
Yr 11 before his exams. 
Ms Rashid said the students respond very 
well to him and he has been a real godsend. 
Ermiya is planning to study A Levels in     
Computing, Maths and Biology at Loreto   
College. 
He said: “I’ve really enjoyed helping my     
fellow students with their revision, so they 
can be best prepared for their exams.” 



Students take part in Space Camp 2018 

Ten of our students visited 
Space Camp 2018 in June. A 
week-long residential trip in 
Wales, the camp saw students 
taking part in lots of space-
related activities, as well as 
designing experiments which 
were launched into near space. 
 
Manchester Academy was  
chosen along with five other 
North West schools to take 
part in the camp. 

Celebrations held in school to mark Eid 

Eid Mubarak!  
Celebrations were held in school in June to mark Eid. 
Students and staff had the opportunity to pamper 
themselves with henna and nail treatments, purchase 
Eid gifts including candles and sweet bags and enter 
raffles to win a signed football shirt, a luxury perfume 
set and luxury candles.  
A big thank you to the students who arranged and 
attended the event, which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. A total of £215 was raised, which will go towards 
next year’s Spanish trip.  

Congratulations to our trainee teachers for awards 
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Congratulations to our hard-
working teaching staff Ms   
Titterington, who has been 
awarded Mentor of the Year, 
and Ms Burkinshaw, named 
Trainee Teacher of the Year for 
United Learning’s Northern     
Region. 
Ms Sheel - National SCITT 
Lead, said Ms Titterington had 
lots of trainees who            
nominated her.   
She added: “Ms Burkinshaw 
does the right thing even when 
nobody is watching. Never   
ever change!“                                       



Year 10 hospitality event a huge success 
 

Year 8 students learn about teamwork at careers event 

Year 10 Food Technology students 
prepared a delicious selection of     
delicacies at school, when they set up 
a hospitality event. 
The lunchtime event was staged for 
staff to sample the students’ cooking 
skills, after they spent a busy morning 
preparing a selection of sharing 
platters for their BTEC hospitality 
coursework. 
The class was led by Mrs Stack,     
Technology Curriculum Leader and Ms 
Hawthorne, Food Technology       
Technician. 
They worked hard all morning        
preparing a range of food including 

mini spring rolls, chicken satay, salt and pepper chips, crispy tacos, salsa, guacamole, olives, chicken 
wings, Lebanese flatbread, mini burgers, hummus, rocket and mango salad and garlic bread. 
This was followed by a choice of desserts – cornflake tart, vanilla ice cream, chocolate brownie, apple 
and pear crumble, pancakes, strawberries dipped in chocolate and  marbled strawberry cheesecake. 
Staff were invited to come along to the lunchtime event, where students then served the food in their 
roles as front of house staff. 

  
Our Year 8 students took 
part in a Career Kids event in 
July, which was run by Royal 
London Insurance and     
Business in the Community. 
Groups were taught about 
the effectiveness of        
communication. One of the 
tasks involved building a 
lego    aeroplane. They were 
split into two groups, with 
one having the lego and the 
other the instructions, so 
they had to build it by     
communicating with each 
other. 
Adham Jaidy, Marketing 
Manager at Royal London, who was involved with hosting the event, said the students had responded 
really well to the tasks and worked effectively as a team. 
Our former Engagement Officer Mr Strickland returned to school to help mentor the Year 8 students   
taking part. 
As part of his role as Flight Sergeant for the RAF,  Mr Strickland has lots of invaluable experience and    
advice. He says he is always keen to encourage our students at Manchester Academy to achieve the best 
of their potential. 
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Year 8 students take part in graduation event with 
mentoring charity ReachOut UK 

Congratulations to our Year 8  students 
who took part in a graduation event at 
the University of Manchester to mark 
the end of their projects with            
mentoring charity ReachOut UK. 
 
Rijja Khan and Hannah Bashe received a 
scroll for achieving 100% attendance. 
Rijja Khan also received a trophy and a 
BNY Mellon goody bag containing 
sweets, notebook, pens and a book 
voucher for winning ‘Mentee of the 
Year’ from Manchester Academy 
(supported by BNY Mellon).  
 
The girls’ group won ‘Academy Attend-
ance of the Year’, supported by Oldham 
Enterprise Trust, with each student    
receiving a medal and writing set each.  
 
Over 200 students attended from 
schools across Greater Manchester   
including The East Manchester        
Academy, Dean’s Trust Ardwick,  Co-op   
Academy in Failsworth,  Oasis Academy 
in Oldham and Newman RC College.  
 
Keisha Tomlinson, Project Leader for 
the girls group, said: “I am really proud 
of all the girls have achieved this year at 
ReachOut. They have grown so much in 
character and confidence.                         

“They now believe in themselves and 
their ability to achieve much more. Well 
done!”  
              
The academy’s participation in the 
scheme is another example of its    
commitment to provide an Education 
with Character. 
 
Pictured left to right: Keisha Tomlinson, 
ReachOut Project Officer with Rijja 
Khan and Jamie Pratt, BNY Mellon Lead 
Analyst. 
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Manchester Academy students made 
origami paper roses to commemorate 
the victims of last May's MEN Arena 
terrorist attack.  
Former Manchester Academy student 
Mohamed ‘Max’ Maxamed came up 
with the idea, teaming up with the Rio 
Ferdinand Foundation’s Youth Leaders 
Programme to organise it. 
Commenting on the project, Mohamed 
said: “I came up with the idea to make 
roses on red paper, where the names 
of all 22 victims are written. It was 
great to get the backing from the Rio 

Ferdinand Foundation, who helped me fund the project and get it off the ground.” 
“It was quite nostalgic to come back to Manchester Academy to do the project here, as I left in 2015, so it 
was like coming back home seeing the students getting involved making the roses. Everyone has been 
fantastic and has really got behind the project. 
Miss Knanom, RE Coordinator at Manchester Academy, supervised different classes from Years 7, 8 and 9, 
who took part throughout the day. 
She said: “All the students involved worked extremely hard – I’m very proud of all of them. They made a 
total of 163 roses, which is well over the 100 we were expecting, so that was a brilliant effort.” 
The project is one of Manchester Academy’s ‘Education with Character’ initiatives, which aims to develop 
students’ learning beyond the classroom. 
Year 9 student Bronwyn Bull said: “I felt proud to know I have done something to remember what        
happened on 22 May last year.” 
Year 9 student Tamim Faizi said: “It’s a great idea, and I’m really glad I took part. It helped me to              
remember the people who passed away, as their names are all written inside the roses we made.” 
Year 7 student Hannah Bashe said: “Having roses as a lasting memorial is a great way to remember the 
victims who died and respect what their families went through.” 
Nikki Carlin, Programme Coordinator at the Rio Ferdinand Foundation, explained their 'Youth Leaders 
Programme' offers support to young people aged 14-25 to design, fundraise and deliver their own sports, 
arts or media projects.  
Nikki said: “Max had an idea for a project that 
was very meaningful to him and it was a     
pleasure to work with him to help his idea come 
to life. At the Rio Ferdinand Foundation, we 
were very proud to see Max return to his old 
school to lead his project and become a role 
model to the younger students.  
“We would like to thank all the staff and         
students who took part at Manchester        
Academy."  
The roses made were given out to the public by 
volunteers as part of the vigil in Manchester on 
the anniversary of the attack on May 22. 

Manchester Academy students join in project to  
remember M.E.N. Arena victims 
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Ra-More than 300 students take part in Ramadan prayers  
During the Holy month of 
Ramadan, we participated in 
the daily prayers with over 
300 male and female          
students attending.  
  
The prayers were led by both  
students and a local Imam 
from  Al-Furqan mosque.  
 
This encouraged both     
Muslim and non Muslim   
students and staff to come 
together as a community to  
embrace the Holy month of 
Ramadan. 

A group of 60 Year 7 students developed bushcraft and team building skills outside their usual comfort 
zone during their three day camping trip at Cholmondeley Castle in June. 
The students were split into tribes ready to start their team building and bushcraft skills, thanks to      
guidance and help from The Bushcraft Company. 
On Day 1, they got used to their surroundings, went on a wild walk and took part in game activities. They 
were shown how to make wildfires, where they cooked burgers. They were also shown how to make wild 
shelters, and some of them even slept in them for the first night, before swapping to their tents.  
On Day 2, they learnt first aid skills, and they watched how to gut a salmon and cook it on a barbecue. 
Some even volunteered to eat the salmon’s eyeballs!  

Students also learnt knife skills, and they 
were shown how to carve wooden tent pegs 
using knives.  
On Day 3, students went on an adventure 
walk, where they discovered a plane crash  
scenario in the woods. They had to react to 
the situation in their tribes and help our  
school staff who were pretending to be  
passenger victims.  
Students also took part in archery and    
tomahawk throwing activities, before    
heading back to school on Wednesday.  
The academy’s participation in this trip is 
another example of its commitment to  
provide an Education with Character. 
Head of Year 7 Mr Boyle said the trip had 

been fantastic and he is already planning another one next year.  
“Students were a little bit cautious at first, but they all got really stuck into the activities and I think they 
got a lot out of it,” said Mr Boyle. 

Year 7 students go camping at Cholmondeley Castle 
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We welcomed Spanish exchange students in July 

We welcomed our Spanish exchange students Jordi, Tomas, Pol, Aloma, Lula and Paula in July. They  
partnered up with our students Mohamed, Asfakur, Ahmed, Mustafa, Madeleine, Halima, Zubayda,     
Anfal and Amoya, and spent two weeks with us here at Manchester Academy. 
Head of MFL Ms Baksh said: “The students have really enjoyed being here and experiencing our school.  
Our students have also got a lot out of it and have had the opportunity to really practice their Spanish.” 
Year 8 student Amoya Steer said she has loved having Paula as her Spanish partner. 
“I have tried to make sure she has had a good experience and I’ve enjoyed practicing my Spanish and 
making new friends,” Amoya said. 
Paula also commented that she had learnt a lot about our culture and school system during the            
exchange visit. 

 

Well done to our Year 
9 student Muhaib 
Hamdard who has 
been  chosen to be 
the new Manchester 
United ball assistant 
for the 2018/19      
season by Mr Ross. 
 
Muhaib was selected 
for being confident 
and  presenting     
himself very well   
during his interview - 
big congratulations!  
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Congratulations to new ball assistant Muhaib Hamdard 



ARUP work experience a huge success 

Four Year 10                
Engineering students 
have successfully     
completed a week of 
work experience at 
ARUP’s Manchester 
offices. 
 
 
During Engineering     
Awareness Week (July 9 -
13), our students worked in 
teams of five with  pupils 
from other schools in the 
North West to select and 
design a venue for a music 
festival.  
They had to choose from 
five different sites across 
Manchester by considering 
the advantages and           
disadvantages of each     
venue.  
 
Muhammad Haider 
(pictured right) was singled 
out for his excellent team 
spirit, presenting the team’s 
ideas with a great smile.   
His team won the whole 
challenge despite fierce          
competition from four other 
teams. 
 
The team applied engineering principles in designing and building the stage for all the artists, as well as 
amenities for concert goers.  
They also had to incorporate transport and communication infrastructure, whilst considering               
Manchester’s sustainability and legacy policies. 
 
On Friday 13th July, they presented their designs to a panel of judges from ARUP with an audience of     
parents/carers and teachers.  
 
Mr Nizeyimana, KS4 Coordinator, said: “Our students did an amazing job presenting their engineering  
ideas in front of so many people. It was clear that they had gained a lot of confidence with respect to 
teamwork and communication skills. They were praised by the judges for their great engineering ideas 
and fantastic teamwork.” 
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Term Dates  
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Term Dates 

Autumn 
Term 1 

INSET Day 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 – All Staff in School 

INSET Day 2 (Planning Day) Tuesday 4th September 2018 – All Staff in School 

First Day of Term for year 7 students Wednesday 5th September 2018 

Start of Term for Years 8 - 11 

Thursday 6th September 2018:- 
Year 7, 8 and 9 @ 8.30am 

Years 10 and 11 @ 9.50am 

School Closes Friday 19th October 2018 

Autumn Half Term Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Return to School Monday 29th October 

INSET Day 3 (Planning Day) Friday 30th November – School closed for students 

School Closes Wednesday  19th  December 

INSET Day 4 Thursday 20th December 

INSET Day 5 Friday 21st December 

Christmas Break Thursday 20th December to Friday 4th January 

Spring 
Term 1 

Return to school Monday 7th January 2019 

School Closes Friday 15th February 2019 

Spring Half Term Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd  February 

Spring 
Term 2 

INSET Day 6 (Planning Day) Monday 25th February 2019 -  School closed for students 

School Closes Friday 5th April 2019 

Easter Break Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

Summer 
Term 1 

INSET Day 7 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 – School closed for students 

Return to School Wednesday 24th April 2019 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019 

School Closes Friday 24th May 2019 

Summer Half Term Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 

Summer 
Term 2 

Return to School Monday 3rd June 2019 

INSET Day 8 Wednesday 5th June 2019 – School closed for students 

School Closes for Summer Friday 19th July 2019 

Public Holidays 2018-2019   Staff Training (INSET) Days 

Christmas Day: 25th December 2018   Monday 3rd September 2018 

Boxing Day: 26th December 2018   Tuesday 4th September 2018 

New Year’s Day: 1st January 2019   Friday 30th November 2018 

Bank Holiday: 2nd January 2019   Thursday 20th December 2018 

Good Friday: 19th April 2019   Friday 21st December 2018 

Easter Monday: 22nd April 2019   Monday 25th February 2019 

May Day: Monday: 6th May 2019   Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 27th 
May 2019 

  Wednesday 5th June 2018 



Contact us  
 

Post: Moss Lane East, Moss Side, Manchester, M14 4PX 
 

          Telephone: 0161 232 1639  
 

 Email: office@manchester-academy.org 
 

Twitter: @McrAcademy  

Student Testimonials 

"I like Manchester Academy because everyone here is very close 
and people always make sure you’re okay. As for subjects, they are 
fun. The Music, Art and Drama teachers are great and we  
always do new things in lessons." Molly Hopkins, Year 11 student. 
 
“I like Manchester Academy because our teachers encourage and 
inspire us to learn and never give up, so we can get the highest 
grades possible.” Mobasher Benotman, Year 8 student.  
 
“I like Manchester Academy because the teachers are very helpful 
and support you consistently.” Abdullah Alzawam, Year 10 student.  
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